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Revealed: gang
boss’s bloody
£25,000 ‘bribe’
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Tory bovver boy leads ‘no’ fight

POLITICAL EDTCR

TORY campaigners who kept
Britain out of the euro, won a
landsllde victory in the AV
referendumn and  destroyed
Labour's plans for reygtonal
assemblies will spearhead the
“no” campaign to leave the
European Union.

In 5 fesils cholengs =
David Cameron’s authority,
Conservatie  donors  and
MPs have recruited Dominic

d's Leadiog All
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19 YEARS IN AROW

Curmmings. one of the prime
minister’s fiercest internal
critics, to klek-start the
canpalgn to defeat him in the
referendum.

Cummings, a former
special adviser to Michael
Gove, was secretly signed up
three weeks ago to co-ord(-
nate the “no” hunch amid
growlng anger from senior
Torley i the (el misister
is failing to demand enough
powers back from Brussels.
The campaign Is expected to

go pubtic witha list of backers
shortly.

Cummings ran Business for
Sterling, which hetped to keep
the UK out of the euro. He also
helped to rn a successtul
campaign agafist a northeast
reglonal assembly in 2004.

Cummings was asked to get
invotved by Mattlzay Elllott, a
Tory who runs the Eurosceptic
areap Mhasdipe fod Briala il
ked the “no” campaign agaiust
the AV system in 2011.

He has also been in contact

with Steve Baker, chainman of
Conservatives for Britain — a
group set up last weekend to
back an EU exit if Cameron
does not win far-reaching
change In his renegotfatlons.
Baker hasnow recruited 110
Tory MPs, double the number
of a week ago. Thirteen peers
and 12 MEPs have also asked to
Join and Inslders say cabinet
i Wave o ety
slgned up to the maling list.
Labour MPs will this
Continwed on page 2 P>
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British spies
betrayed to
Russians
and Chinese
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Isis digs in 400 miles from Italy

CHRISTINA LAMB
ABU GREIN, LIBYA

I8 A vanariod shijgueg ws
tainer ata checkpoint just out-
side the small town of Abu
ek wh Ihe sl dean
highway alongside the Medi-
terrancan,  fighters  from
Libya's 166 Brigade sit defect-
edly, sippingatsmallcartonsof
orange fuice and ealing made-
letnes from a plastic bug.

They are fighting on the
nesvest — arxl inost alarming —
front line In the war against
Isis, just 400 miles from the
coast of taty and far from the
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Syria. And they are losing.

A motley group of students
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and
aformer co'loncl allln combat
fatlgues, they make up one of
many militias that canie
together in the revolution that
toppled  Colonel  Muamnmar
Gadaffi In 2011.

Since last suminer Tripoli
and the west of the country
has been under the control of
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to pro-Snowden sentiment in the wake of a key court ruling and a
new surveillance law, the article (behind a paywall: full text here)
claims in the first paragraph that these two adversaries “have TR Al
cracked the top-secret cache of files stolen by the fugitive US THE SUNDAY TIMES
whistleblower Edward Snowden, forcing MI6 to pull agents out of ity 1o

live operations in hostile countries, according to senior officials
in Downing Street, the Home Office and the security services.” It
continues:

Western intelligence agencies say they have been forced into the
rescue operations after Moscow gained access to more than Im
classified files held by the former American security contractor,
who fled to seek protection from Vladimir Putin, the Russian
president, after mounting one of the largest leaks in US history.

Senior government sources confirmed that China had also cracked the encrypted
documents, which contain details of secret intelligence techniques and information that
could allow British and American spies to be identified.

One senior Home Office official accused Snowden of having “blood on his hands”,
although Downing Street said there was “no evidence of anyone being harmed”.

Aside from the serious retraction-worthy fabrications on which this article depends — more on
those in a minute — the entire report is a self-negating joke. It reads like a parody I might
quickly whip up in order to illustrate the core sickness of western journalism.

Unless he cooked an extra-juicy steak, how does Snowden “have blood on his hands” if there is
“no evidence of anyone being harmed?” As one observer put it last night in describing the
government instructions these Sunday Times journalists appear to have obeyed: “There’s no
evidence anyone’s been harmed but we’d like the phrase ‘blood on his hands’ somewhere in the
plece.”

The whole article does literally nothing other than quote anonymous British officials. It
gives voice to banal but inflammatory accusations that are made about every whistleblower from
Daniel Ellsberg to Chelsea Manning. It offers zero evidence or confirmation for any of its claims.
The “journalists” who wrote it neither questioned any of the official assertions nor even quoted
anyone who denies them. It’s pure stenography of the worst kind: some government officials
whispered these inflammatory claims in our ears and told us to print them, but not reveal who they
are, and we’re obeying. Breaking!

Stephen Colbert captured this exact pathology with untoppable precision in his 2006 White
House Correspondents speech, when he mocked American journalism to the faces of those who
practice it:
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